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It is important that you aware of changes in public funding from 1st April 2013, and how these changes may affect 
you and your family case.  In most family cases you will no longer be able to have public funding at all and you will 
have to pay our costs as a private client. 
 
Legal Help   (Level 1 and Level 2 funding) 
 
These levels of funding cover the cost of proceedings at the outset, before they go to court 

 If you are currently in receipt of family legal help for your case, this funding will continue until your case 
concludes. 

 If your legal help case has any developments after the case is closed and your file is billed, then for 6 months 
thereafter we can continue to assist you provided it falls under the scope of your existing legal help funding. 

 From 1st April 2013 if you have a new family case or further problems arising 6 months after the date when 
your previous legal help funding ceased, then the likelihood is that legal help funding will not be available. 

 
Legal Aid   (Level 3 and Level 4 funding) 
 
These levels of funding cover the cost of proceedings in court 

 If you are currently in receipt of legal aid, you will continue to be entitled to legal aid as long as your financial 
circumstances remain the same. 

 If your means change and you fall to be reassessed, you will be assessed under the new rules and you may 
face higher contributions under the new rules (or may cease to be financially eligible at all). 

 If you apply for family legal aid after 31.03.13, the likelihood is that legal aid will not be available to you. 
 
When public funding will be available 
 
For most family cases from 1st April 2013 onwards, public funding will be available only if -  

 You are applying for a domestic violence injunction. 

 You possess evidence of domestic violence of the other party in your family case. 

 You are seeking legal advice in support of on-going mediation. 

 You are seeking funding for a public law / care case or for an adoption case.  

 You seek a remedy for child abduction / unlawful removal of children from the UK. 

 You are seeking a forced marriage protection order. 

 You are a child requiring independent representation in a family case. 

 You are applying for a child order in a case where you have evidence of child abuse. 
 
Exceptional cases 
 
Exceptionally, public funding may be available in a limited number of family cases where - 

 Your Human Rights are under threat 

 And you are financially eligible 

 And the Legal Aid Agency believes that this is an exceptional case. 
 

Dunn & Baker – Here to help you Disclaimer: The material contained in this fact sheet is for general guidance 

only.  It is specific to the law of England and Wales, and represents a brief outline of the law current as at the date of the fact sheet. It is not 
intended to constitute, or to be a substitute for, legal advice specific to your case. Dunn and Baker will be responsible only for advice 
specifically given to you. 
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